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January 2021 
ShelterBox celebrates 20 years of disaster relief and 
District 7430 is named one of their top twenty 
supporters. 
The Rotary Foundation receives a perfect 4-star rating 
from Charity Navigator for the 13th straight year. 
Easton Rotarians learned about the Kingdom of 
the Sky through a presentation by Fulbright 
Scholar Matsela from the country of Lesotho.  
The Soul Winners Pentecostal Church food 
pantry received 102 pounds of food along with a 
monetary donation. 
February 2021 
Easton Rotary welcomes three new members: Wayne Barefoot, Audra 
Frank, and Gayle Rogers. 
Terry Pundiak introduced us to the world of birding. 

Special Edition 
2021 January to June Review 
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Jim Palmeri received his second-level Paul Harris recognition. 
Paul Braden received his 7th level Paul Harris recognition. 
Steve Finke explained the importance of honeybees in our 
community. 
Team Easton Rotary delivered 55 pounds of 
cleaning supplies to Safe Harbor. The 
organization also received a $300 donation. 
Terry Pundiak delivered  dozens of Rotary 
Teddy Bears to the oncology ward at St. 
Luke’s Hospital. 
March 2021 

Souderton Rotarian Al Engel introduced us to the 
District 7430 STEM Youth Explorer Academy 
which is scheduled to debut in July 2022. 
Easton Rotary gave out $200 Student of the 
Month Awards to seniors from four local schools. 
The Third Street Alliance for Women and 
Children received a load of cleaning supplies and 
a $250 check. 
Greater Valley YMCA CEO David Fagerstrom 
showed how COVID forced the YMCA to redirect 
its focus outward to the community at-large, 
providing tens of thousands of meals and other 
support for people throughout the Valley.  
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April 2021 
The Rotary Club of Easton celebrated 106 
years of service on April 1. Michael “The 
Cake Contractor” Cecere provided a 
delicious Rotary-themed cake for the 
occasion. 
Tom Walton became the world’s newest 
Paul Harris Fellow. 
BJ Metz was the winner of the only 
Woliaroforot Award ever presented. 
The Ritchey J. Ricci Teacher of the Year Award was 
presented to Denise McGaughran who teaches in the 
health Related Technology Department at the Career 
Institute of Technology. She plans to use the Award 
money to give her students the opportunity to witness a 
virtual autopsy. 2020 winner Cristen Charnley explained 
how she used last year’s award money to purchase 
educational tools to help get her students through a 
virtual classroom experience.  
Team Easton Rotary was out in force 
participating in the cleanup of the Karl 
Stirner Arts Trail. 
DASACC Executive Director Jill Zinckgraf 
detailed the disturbing lack of progress in the 
battle against domestic abuse. The following 
week we heard from CASA SHaW  
Executive Director Tracey Heisler who told 
us about the plight of abused and neglected 
children in the foster care system. 
The Greater Shiloh Baptist Church food 
pantry received 107 cans of vegetables, 25 
pounds of dry goods, and a $300 check. 
Boothbay Harbor Rotarian Marty Helman 
gave us an update on the Rotary Peace 
Scholar program. There are now 
approximately 1,400 graduates working for 
peace in various agencies around the world. 
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At least 4 Easton Rotarians took part in 
the online District 7430 Conference. 
The event featured a special 
presentation by RI Director Valerie 
Wafer about Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion. 
May 2021 
Easton Rotary gave out $200 Student 
of the Month Awards to four local 
high school seniors. 
The time to Pack the Purses finally 
arrived. 18 Rotarians and friends 
gathered at the Pomfret Club to 
assemble the bags. The finished gifts 
were distributed on Mother’s Day by 
the Third Street Alliance for Women 
and Children and Family Connections 
of Easton. 
A group of Easton Rotarians traveled 
to Country Meadows to visit Jack Bennett 
and celebrate his 70th year of service to our 
Club. Easton Mayor Sal Panto and Country 
Meadows CEO Michael Leader were on 
hand as well as a good number of Jack’s 
family members. 
Marissa Cecere introduced us to the online 
University experience and what it’s like to 
work from an office you’ve never seen. 
Easton Rotary Service Foundation Chair 
Paul Braden announced the approval of over 
$50,000 of grants. Award recipients include 
Chautauqua Forks of the Delaware, Easton 
Area Community Center, Family 
Connections, ProJeCt, and the Third Street 
Alliance for Women and Children.  A 
$25,000 grant has been awarded to the 
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Community Bike Works 
program in the West Ward 
so they can purchase a 
vehicle. This grant may be 
doubled pending a 
consultation with our 
financial advisors. This 
brings our 23-year total to 
over $800,000. 
June 2021 
The Soul Winners Pentecostal Church food 
pantry received 108 lbs. of food and a check for 
$200. 
The Children’s Home of Easton hosted a 
fantastic in-person social gathering. The Staff 
prepared and served a great picnic-style meal 
including hot dogs, hamburgers, salads, fruits, 
snacks, and some of the largest cookies on the 
planet. The Club took the opportunity to turn the 
event into one of Susanne Rae’s World’s 
Greatest Meals and raised $430 for the Polio 
Eradication Campaign.  
Past President Kathy Trimble became the 
world’s newest Paul Harris Fellow. 
Easton Rotary presented the BJ Metz 
Young Person of the Year Award to Easton 
High Senior Kayla Moitui.  The Club first 
met Kayla when she received a Student of 
the Month Award. Kayla’s remarkable 
service record includes organizing food 
drives, tutoring blind and visually impaired 
students, volunteering with senior citizens, 
and travelling to Kenya to help rebuild a 
school.  Her goal is to be a pediatrician 
focusing on serving low-income and 
underprivileged youth. 
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The Easton and Phillipsburg ADs visited again. This time with more bad news. 
All winter sports are postponed and may eventually be cancelled. There will 
be no opportunity for any Easton vs. Philipsburg matches in any sport. 
The Rotary Foundation has received a 4-star rating from Charity Navigator for 
the 13th straight year.  
Rabbi Melody Davis joined us to present an historical 
perspective on Hanukkah. 
Terry Pundiak constructed a 55’ Star which not only 
glows, it spells out Merry Christmas in code! 
Easton Rotary handed out books at the Peace and 
Light Festival in the West Ward. 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church food bank received 81 pounds 
of pasta and 60 cans of tuna. 
Easton Rotarians staffed the phones for the Children’s 
Home WAEB Radio-thon. 
Our District 7430 candidate has been selected to be part of 
the next class of Rotary Peace Scholars. Nick Millward of 
New Tripoli will spend the next two years at the 
University of Queensland, Australia pursuing a master’s 
degree in Conflict Resolution and Peacetime Studies. 
 
The year 2020 will be long remembered for many things, not all of which 
are pleasant. There is still a long road ahead to climb out of the darkness. 

One thing however, is clear: When the world shut down, Rotarians 
stepped up and took action. And so, it is time for a new beginning. 

On to 2021! 
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Special Edition 
Rotary Club of Easton 
July – December 2020 

July 2020 
Rotary International welcomed Holger Knaack from Germany as our 
new President. Holger has chosen Rotary Opens Opportunities as our 
theme for the year. The yellow and blue doors represent the traditional 
colors of Rotary. The raspberry door represents the color of Rotaract, 
the version of Rotary designed for people aged 18-30. 
Janet Kolepp from the Rotary Club of Bethlehem Morning Star is our 
new District Governor. 
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Easton Rotary also has a new President as Paul 
Braden ended his 1½ year term. PDG BJ Metz is 
installed as President on June 25. 
Easton Rotary was recognized at the District 
Changeover event. The Club received a Silver 
Citation and recognition for our support of 
ShelterBox and the polio eradication campaign. 
A new District 7430 Public Image campaign 
showcased local Rotarians including a terrific 
segment on our own Terry Pundiak. 
Former Exchange Student José Garcia made an 
electronic appearance at our Club meeting. He is 
currently staying with his family in Ecuador but 
hopes to be back working soon. He is actively 
involved in Rotaract and is a Past President of his Club. 
The Ritchey J. Ricci Teacher of the Year Award was 
presented to Cristen Charnley from the Easton Area 
School District. For 16 years she has been teaching 
various levels of math including algebra and 
advanced calculus. 
District 7430 received $25,000 in COVID grant 
money from Rotary International. The money will be 
spent to buy food for local pantries, purchase grocery 
store gift cards for needy families, and to provide 
PPE for nursing home workers. 
The $50 million world-wide goal for the polio campaign was successful. 
The Gates Foundation will match this with $100 million. 
Club meetings featured programs on popular 
Rotary causes. Saucon Rotarian Linda Mayger 
presented ShelterBox. Bethlehem Morning Star 
Rotarian Sue Burnett told about the District 
Rotaplast mission to Guatemala. The Guatemala 
trip inspired a volcano speaker gift. 

Cristen 
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August 2020 
DG Janet Kolepp brought her  theme of “Together We Grow Rotary” along 
with a highly positive report on the state of 
Rotary in District 7430. She noted that Easton 
Rotary was one of 33 local Clubs to receive 
the Presidential Citation in 2019-20. 
Easton Mayor Sal Panto was our guest. Terry 
Pundiak produced a 3D model of City Hall as 
a gift. 
The African region is certified polio-free. This 
is the culmination of a 24-year program to Kick Polio Out of 
Africa. This leaves Pakistan and Afghanistan as the only 
polio-endemic countries. 
Delaware Rotarian John Nanni brought a very personal 
message regarding the polio campaign. His “I Saved 200” 
pins proved popular as many Easton Rotarians opted to 
donate to the campaign. 
The Kellyn Foundation Mobile Farmer’s 
Market has been having a banner year. 
Terry Pundiak’s informal Saturn on the 
Square produced several hundred dollars 
and an invitation to a wedding. 
September 2020 
Easton Rotary held long overdo elections 
with the following results: Immediate 
Past President Paul Braden; President BJ 
Metz; Secretary Ron Gano; Treasurer Sue 
Worobec; Directors: Kathleen Trimble, 
Mark Haldaman, Mike Dowd, Marnie 
Barefoot, Janet Mease, Lori Metz. The 
newest member of the Easton Rotary Service 
Foundation Board is Anita Paukovits. 
 

Saturn On The Square 

City Hall 



4 

 

 

Zoom technology allowed us to welcome Johnstown Rotarian Dr. Mary 
Berge for a program on COVID stress relief techniques. 
Marnie Barefoot, Lori Metz, Tom Walton and 
others kicked off our food bank project. The 
first beneficiary was ProJeCt of Easton which 
received 80 pounds of food and $135. Easton 
Rotary unveiled our new magnetic car signs. 
Doylestown Rotarian Carol Ferguson told us 
about her struggles with post-polio syndrome. 
Carol was recently featured in the Rotary 
Magazine. 
October 2020 
Easton Rotary held our first in-person meeting since 
the March shutdown. Approximately 15 people 
gathered at the Pomfret Club for dinner and cocktails. 
Reviews were overwhelmingly positive. 
Zoom technology allowed us to welcome Natalie 
Barefoot from Arizona. Natalie is an expert on, and 
advocate for cetaceans. Terry Pundiak crafted a candy 
dish speaker gift featuring a breaching whale. 
The Salvation Army received 107 pounds of food and 
$200. 
The Easton Area Neighborhood Center received 90 
pounds of food and $135. 
The St. Vincent Depaul/St. Jane’s food bank received 80 
pounds of food and $150. 
Team Easton Rotary put on an 
impressive display in the Phillipsburg 
Rotary Golf Outing.  
Easton Rotary sponsored two cars at the 
Miracle League Trunk-or-Treat 
Halloween event. 

WOW! 
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The District 7430 Purple Pinkie Race to Zero 5K raised over $40,000 for the 
polio campaign. 
District 7430 held a fundraiser for ShelterBox and raised $41,737. 
October 24 was World Polio Day. Over $900,000 was raised worldwide. 
Team Easton Rotary excelled on the links for a 
second time; this time at the outing for the Children’s 
Home of Easton. 
November 2020 
The second in-person meeting was held at the 
Pomfret Club. This time we had the entire dining 
room at our disposal.  
Easton Rotary handed out awards to Students of the Month from four local 
schools.  
The Thanksgiving Day football game between Easton and 
Phillipsburg was abruptly cancelled just a few days before 
it was scheduled to be played. ADs Jim Pokrivsak and Tom 
Fisher joined us anyway to give us an update on the state of 
school sports. Terry Pundiak unveiled an incredible 
Football Trophy. 
Lehigh Valley Drycleaning allowed us to distribute 220 
coats and 16 bags of clothing to a variety of needy 
organizations. 
The Greater Shiloh Baptist Church Food Bank received 275 pounds of food 
and $150. 
District 7430 held a Giving Tuesday on November 24 which raised over 
$11,000 for the Rotary Foundation. 
The LINCS Family Food Center received 85 pounds of food plus monetary 
donations. 
December 2020 
Easton Rotary continued in a series of successful in-person meetings. The 
spacious dining room at the Pomfret Club allows us every opportunity to 
practice physical distancing. 

Team Easton Rotary 
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Easton Rotarians gathered for a guided tour of the 
Historic Easton Cemetery. Led by Kay Wolff, we had 
a fascinating adventure through history in this 
cemetery noted for its design, architecture, 
landscaping, and funerary art. 
The 2020-21 Rotary year started off with uncertainty 
and low expectations. Much of the world was closed. 
The good news is when the world shut down, Easton 
Rotary stepped up.  The end result was a highly 
successful year which included: 
x� Two Ritchey J. Ricci Teacher of the Year Awards. 
x� 12 Student of the Month Awards. 
x� The BJ Metz Young Person of the Year Award. 
x� Assistance to at least 10 food pantries amounting to over 1,600 pounds 

of food and more than $3,000 in financial assistance. 
x� Increasingly popular in-person social meetings each month. 
x� Drive-through Halloween at the Miracle League. 
x� Teddy Bears for the oncology ward. 
x� Certification of the Africa Region as polio-free.  
x� Distribution of hundreds of coats and  many bags of clothing. 
x� Strong Easton Rotary and District 7430 support for the polio campaign. 
x� Amazing speaker’s gifts (thank you Terry!) 
x� Speakers from places such as Arizona, Johnstown, Maine, Delaware, 

and Lesotho. 
x� Welcoming new members and some returning former members. 
x� Four Paul Harris Fellow recognitions. 
x� Celebrating Jack Bennett’s 70 years in Easton Rotary. 
x� A tremendous Pack the Purse project. 
x� Cleaning up the Karl Stirner Arts Trail. 
x� The World’s Greatest Meal #7097. 
x� $51,000 in community Grants. 
2021-22 is here and Rotary is Opening the Opportunity to Live to Change 
Lives. Be proud and have fun! 
 
 


